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Abstract

Taking as my starting point the identity and status of Theseus, the play’s negative portrait of the
legendary Athenian king, which is an exception to 5th-cent. positive representations,

and its emphasis on disease and madness, | shall explore the political significance of conflict and
reconciliation between the exiled Athenian king and his son and read the conciliatory message of
the Exodos against the plague that was raging in Athens at the time of its performance.

Bibliographical references (highly selective, pertaining to this topic only)

For the association of Hippolytus with the plague see R. Mitchell-Boyask, Plague and the
Athenian Imagination. Drama, History, and the Cult of Asclepius, Cambridge 2007 (online
edition 2009)

For the reception of the play by its Athenian contemporary audience see J. Hesk, Deception and
Democracy in Classical Athens, Cambridge 2000 (online edition 2009)

For important points of contact with the Oedipus Tyrannus see R. M. Newton, ‘Hippolytus and
the Dating of Oedipus Tyrannus’, GRBS 21 (2004) 5-22

For the representation of Theseus see Sophie Mills, Theseus, Tragedy, and the Athenian Empire,
Oxford 1997; in a forthcoming article I study Euripides’ representation of Athenian kings in the
extant plays and substantial fragments: L. Athanassaki, ‘Charms of autocracy, charms of
democracy: Euripides’ Athenian leaders in the light of civic iconography’. In E. Csapo, J.R.
Green, B. Le Guen, E. Paillard, J. Stoop and P. Wilson, edd. Theatre and Autocracy in the
Ancient World. Choregia. Paris: de Boccard

W. S. Barrett’s commentary, Euripides. Hippolytus, Oxford 1964 remains indispensable. Text
and translation are taken from D. Kovacs’ Loeb edition (open access on Perseus)

1. Theseus’ impulsive reaction the moment he finishes reading the deltos (1. 884ff). For the
three curses see Barrett (1964) ad loc.

1o TOAG. Ho! City of Athens! Hear me!
TrmdAvTog gV ThG €UTg ETAN Oryelv
Big, 0 cepvov Znvog dup’ ATipdoog. Bystanders enter quickly by Eisodos B and
gather around.
G, & mhrep Iocedov, ¢ ol mote [885] Hippolytus has dared to put his hand by

1 (Conflict and reconciliation, Euripides Hippolytus_Athanassaki)
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GpOC VTEGYOV TPELG, Ll KATEPYAGOL
TOVTOV EUOV TTAId , UEPAY O U1} VYOl
Vo', glmep MUV OTAGOC GUPEIS APAC.

force to my marriage-bed, dishonoring the
holy eye of Zeus.

But, father Poseidon, with one of the three
curses you once promised me kill my son, and
may he not live out [890] this day, if indeed
you have granted me curses | may rely on.

2. The Chorus’ reaction to Theseus’ impulsive behaviour: change your mind, you are wrong! (Il

891-92)

dvag, dmevyov tadta TPOS OedV THALY,
yvoon yop o Gpmlak®v: £uol mov.

My lord, | beg you by the gods, take back
your prayer! For you will learn in time that
you have made a mistake. Be ruled by me!

3. The Chorus insists: set your anger aside, think what is best for your house, Il. 899-901

Kol Py 60° aTOg TS GOG £G Kaupov mhpol
‘TnmodAvtog: 6pyilc 0° EEavelg Kakiig, dval
Onoed, 10 MAGTOV 60ict fovigvsar dOUOLG

Look! Your son Hippolytus is here himself, a
timely arrival! [900] Abate your harsh anger,
my lord Theseus, and think what is best for
your house!

4. Hippolytus on Theseus’ lack of good judgment - note the nosological metaphor, Il. 932-35

GAL" 1} TIG &G GOV 0DG e Srafolmdv Eyet
QiAV, vooodpey 6’ 000eV dvteg aition;

&K 1Ol TEMAN YL GOl YAp EKTANGCOLGT LE
AOYOL TOPOAALAGGOVTES EEEOPOL PPEVOIV.

But has one of my kin been slandering me in
your ear and are my fortunes diseased though
| have done nothing amiss? | am astonished.
[935] Your words, cast adrift from all sense,
astonish me.

5. Hippolytus reiterating his point about Theseus’ flawed logic, note also the stress on

Theseus’ anger (1l. 983-85)

atep, PEVOS pEv EVUVTAGIS TE DV PPEVAV
o) 10 pévrotl mpady , Eyov KaAoLg AOYOLG,
€l TIG OLOTTVEELEY 0V KAAOV TOOE.

Father, the anger and vehemence of your
heart is dreadful. Yet though the case you
argue provides such fine words, [985] it is not
fine in fact if one should examine it closely.

6. Theseus’ joy on the grounds that (a) Poseidon is indeed his father and (b) Hippolytus is

mortally wounded (Il. 1169-72)

| & Oeoi. Mocedov, Oc dp’ R6O’ Epdg Tatip

| Merciful gods! So you were after all truly my |

2 (Conflict and reconciliation, Euripides Hippolytus_Athanassaki)
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0pOAGS, AKoVCUC TOV EUMDV KOTELYLATOV.
OGS KOl OVOAET ; €iné, T@ TpOT® Alkng
EMOUGEY QDTOV POTTPOV aicyOVOVT EUE

father, Poseidon, [1170] since you have heard
my prayer. How did he perish? Tell me, how
did Justice’s cudgel strike him for
dishonoring me?

7. Theseus admits his hatred for his son and shows a slight change of heart: no longer joy,

but not pain either (1257-60)

picel pev avopog tod memovidToc Thoe
Adyoroy jeOnv T0i6oE: VOV &’ aidovpEVOg
Beovg 1" Ekelvov 07, obvek” éotiv €& Euod,
090’ fjoopar T0i6d’ oVt émayBopor Kakoig.

For hatred of the man who has suffered
these things | took pleasure at your words.
But now in respect for the gods and for this
man, since he is my son, [1260] | feel neither
pleasure nor pain at these misfortunes.

8. Artemis (ex machina) on Theseus’ imminent suffering, his impulsiveness, and his failure
to observe proper forensic process (1313-1324), a process that was earlier suggested by

Hippolytus too (Il. 1051-56)

ddxvel og, Onoed, pobog; AL’ &y flovyog,
TOOVOEVS™ dkovoag MG AV 0IPMENGS TAEOV.
ap’ 01600 TaTPOG TPEIG APAG YOV CAPETG;
OV TV pioy Tapeilec, @ KAKIGTE GV,

€G Toida TOV ooV, EEOV €lg £xOpoV Tva.
TATNP UEV 0DV GOL TOVTIOC PPOVAV KOAGS
gowy’ doovrep ypfv, Encinep fvecev:

oL O’ &v T ékeivo kav éuol @aivn Kakog,
0G 0VTE TioTIV 0VTE PAVTEQY OO
gnewvag, ovk fieyEag, o ¥pOvVO LOKPOD
oKEYWV TaPECYES, OAAL Bdcoov 1] 6° EYpijv
apag AQiKas Todl Kol KOTEKTAVES.

Does this tale sting you, Theseus? Hold your
peace so that you may hear the sequel and
groan the more. [1315] Do you know that you
possess three reliable curses from your father?
One of these you took, base man, to use
against your son when you could have used it
against an enemy. Your father, the sea-lord,
kindly disposed as he was towards you,
granted what he had to grant seeing that he
had made this promise. [1320] But in his sight
and in mine you are proved base since you did
not wait either for confirmation or for the
word of a prophet, you did not put the charge
to the proof nor grant to Time the right to
investigate it, but more rashly than you ought
you let loose the curse upon your son and
Killed him.

9. Artemis on Theseus’ error of judgement: Tiv 8¢ o1|v apaptiov (1334)

10. Hippolytus reiterates his innocence and wonders about some ancestral guilt (1379-1381)

@ TaTpdC Epod SvoTavog apd:
RLILPOVOV TL GUYYOVOV
ALV TPOYEVVT-

Topov E€opileTmn

KOKOV, 000& pével,

O wretched curse of my father! Some
bloodstained calamity within the family,
[1380] committed by ancestors long dead,
breaks forth and does not stay, and it has
come against me. Why when | am guiltless of

3 (Conflict and reconciliation, Euripides Hippolytus_Athanassaki)
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no wrong?

11. The path to reconciliation: truth, understanding, justice, recompense, positive feelings

(1416-36)

£€acov: 0V yap 000E yijg Vo LOQov

Oeag dTyuor Kompidoc €k mpobupiog
0Pyl KOTAOKNYOLOLV £C TO GOV OEN0G,
of¢ evoePeioc kayadig ppevog xaptv:
£Y0 YOp avTiic dAAov £ Epfic xepOg

0¢g av pdiota @iktatog Kvpi Bpotdv
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del 0€ povoomoldg £¢ o€ mapHivmv
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Let be! For though you are in the gloom under
the earth, even so will you get revenge for the
wrath that has fallen against you by
Aphrodite’s design, and this will be the
reward of your piety and goodness. [1420]
That mortal of hers that she loves the most |
shall punish with these ineluctable arrows
shot from my hand. To you, unhappy man, |
shall grant, in recompense for these sorrows,
supreme honors [1425] in the land of Trozen.
For unmarried girls before their marriage will
cut their hair for you, and over the length of
ages you will harvest the deep mourning of
their tears. The practised skill of poetry sung
by maidens will for ever make you its theme,
and Phaedra’s love for you [1430] shall not
fall nameless and unsung.

But you, child of old Aegeus, take your son in
your arms and embrace him. For you were not
responsible for killing him, and when the
gods so send, it is understandable that men
make fatal errors. [1435] As for you,
Hippolytus, I urge you not to hate your father.
For the manner of your death has been fated.

12. How seriously should we take the wrath of Artemis? Cp. Il. 1433-34 (above 11) with Il.

1283-1295 below
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Nobly-born son of Aegeus! Listen, | order
you! [1285] It is I, Artemis, Leto’s daughter,
who address you. Why, unhappy man, do you
take joy in these things? You have godlessly
killed your son, persuaded of things unseen
by the false words of your wife. But all too
clearly seen is the ruin you have won for
yourself! [1290] Why do you not hide
yourself beneath the earth's depths in shame

4 (Conflict and reconciliation, Euripides Hippolytus_Athanassaki)
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dspnag aioyvvosic, or change your life for that of a bird above

| TMvog dve petafag Plotov and take yourself out of this pain? For among
mroTog EEm oA ToDS AVEXELS; good men [1295] you possess no share in life.
0g &v Yy’ dyaBoig avopdaoty oV cor
KTNTOV P1oTov néPog otiv.

13. Models of reconciliation in an embattled city: from Oedipus Tyrannus to Hippolytus or
vice versa?

5 (Conflict and reconciliation, Euripides Hippolytus_Athanassaki)
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